POLITICAL DECISION OF THE 20TH CONGRESS OF AKEL

The 20th Pancyprian Congress of AKEL took place in Nicosia from the 24th - 27th of November 2005. The Congress was the culmination of pre-congress work, comradely inter-party and public dialogue during the last few months and of the deep reflection which also continued during the Congress itself.

The Congress after holding a fruitful, free and democratic discussion adopted the "Theses of the C.C. to the 20th Congress", the introductory speech of the G.S. of the C.C. of AKEL Dimitris Christofias, the Report of the Control Board of the Central Committee and the Report on Economic Matters of the C.C. of the Party. The Congress elected the new Central Committee and the Control Commission of AKEL.
In ending its deliberations the 20th Congress discussed and adopted the following political decision which defines the parameters of the policy of the Party until the next regular Congress.

80th Anniversary of the CPC - AKEL   
1. The 20th Congress fully adopts the declaration of the Extraordinary Pancyprian Congress on the 80th anniversary of the CPC- AKEL. On the occasion of the 80th anniversary of the foundation of the CPC-AKEL, the 20TH Congress extends a warm militant greeting and heartily congratulations to the members and friends of the Party, especially to the veterans of the Party and the Popular Movement, to the Cypriot working people and to the Cypriot people in general. The 80th anniversary of the CPC- AKEL is a very important anniversary for the Party, the workers movement and for Cyprus. The CPC-AKEL through its struggles, sacrifices and services has been recognised in the consciousness of the Cypriot people as the eminent force of progress, the force that defends and promotes the rights of the working people, the Party which fights for Cyprus and its cause and which expresses the aspirations and visions of the Cypriot people Greek Cypriots, Turkish Cypriots, Armenians, Maronites and Latins. It is the Party which is fighting for peace, democracy, social progress and socialism.
2. The 20th Congress expresses its satisfaction with the events in honour of the 80th anniversary of the CPC-AKEL, which will come to a head in 2006. It calls on the Party memberships to work for the greatest possible success of these events, which present an opportunity to project the history, service and gains of the Party and of the broader Movement of the Left. It also presents an opportunity to project our revolutionary and always timely ideology, the contemporary and renewed image of the Party, its patriotic, responsible, militant and campaigning character, its visions for the future.
3. The 20th Congress states that the Party will honour deservedly the anniversary of the 80 years and its whole history and service through new struggles for Cyprus and the working people, for the further strengthening and unity of AKEL. The 20th Congress calls on the members of the Party in honouring the 80th anniversary since its foundation to all work together earnestly, with enthusiasm and self-sacrifice to fully carry out our political, organisational and other duties.
4. The 20th Congress of AKEL underlines emphatically that the members and cadres of the Party and of the broader Popular Movement who were murdered unjustifiably during the years 1955-1962 are heroes and martyrs of Cypriot freedom. AKEL is committed to continuing the struggle until their names have been finally cleared and their memory rehabilitated.
International developments and the world progressive movement   
1. An understanding of the developments surrounding the Cyprus problem cannot be complete without taking into account the general situation in the world which also influences decisively our own small country. The 20th Congress ascertains that international developments are characterised by the continuation and consolidation of the imperialist        "new world order" which represents the climax in the arbitrariness and reactionary stand and aggressiveness of the imperialist stage of capitalism and is expressed through the undermining of International Law and the imposition of the rule of the powerful in international relations but also through its neo-liberal anti-popular form in the internal context of the countries. The Congress condemns the "new world order" and whatever this expresses and represents.
2. By using the crack down on terrorism as an excuse invasive wars are being conducted whilst laws which curtail human rights and political freedoms are being promoted and imposed in the internal scene of states. The Congress of AKEL recognises that every people has the right to use various forms of struggle , also including that of armed struggle for the waging of national and social struggles. At the same time it condemns terrorism as a means of campaigning for national rights and the waging of national liberation and social struggles. We also condemn the state terrorism practised by various leading imperialist countries. The tackling of terrorism is a collective task which should be put under the aegis of the United Nations. We should first of all face the reasons which give rise to terrorism, that is to say poverty, social injustice, racism, religious fanaticism, national oppression and every form of violation of international law.
3. The Congress declares the support of the Party to international law, to the respect of the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of states. It declares its support to the respect of the cultural and religious peculiarities. It is in favour of the deliverance of the United Nations from American and any other kind of hegemony. It is in favour of the strengthening of the role of the International Organisation in the tackling of international problems.

4. The process of economic globalisation, in the way it is taking place, is serving the interests of big capital and especially of the multinational companies of the developed countries. Today injustice and inequality, the innate characteristics of the capitalist system are becoming even more evident through globalisation and lead millions of people into poverty and destitution. 

5. The European Union remains a form of capitalist political and economic integration which starts from the need to widen internally the possibilities of big European capital for an a continuously greater sphere of action but also by the need of the greatest possible strengthening of West European policies and economic interests regarding the other powerful pillars of the capitalist world - the USA and Japan. Neo-liberalism is dominant in the European Union. The reaction of the European peoples against neo-liberalism has clearly been expressed in the results of the referenda concerning the European Constitutional Treaty.
6. The movement against globalisation and the anti-war movement constitute an optimistic vision of challenging neo-liberalism and the new world order. However these movements are still in the initial stage of their development. The duty of the Left and the progressive forces is to further develop the cooperation with the Social Forums on an international, European and national level and the effort to promote their correct class-orientation and to for them to play an important role in the resistance against the imposition of a single world economic model without the consent of the peoples and the citizens.
7. The Left throughout the whole world is facing the challenges brought up by the "new world order" and globalisation. Only the left forces can elaborate and offer to the people and the world an alternative course. The fate of humanity cannot be the extortionate anti-worker anti-popular system which is prevailing today. Through their struggles the working people can achieve the change which will lead to the implementation of the principles of democracy, social justice and human-centred socialism. The strengthening of the coordination and cooperation of the Left and Progressive parties on a European and international level is necessary so that the popular movement can once again become the main force in the struggle for change. AKEL will continue to work as much as its powers allow it in taking initiatives in this direction.
8. After the accession of Cyprus to the European Union AKEL is participating as a full member in the Group of the United Left- Nordic Green Left in the European Parliament , whilst it continues to also participate in the United Left of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe. Through its activity in these groups AKEL is aiming to contribute to the formulation of a more democratic and socially just Europe but also in the promotion of our positions for a just solution to the Cyprus problem.  

9. Regarding the creation of the Party of the European Left, AKEL from the very beginning supported and participated in the efforts to establish it, considering that the Party can respond to the need for a better coordination and unity between the parties of the Left within the E.U. Nevertheless it considers that hasty actions were made in the course of these efforts, before the conditions had really matured for the foundation of the Party. AKEL considers that there is a real need for an all-embracing unity of the Left in Europe, which is why every move in this direction should be made in a steady and sure way.
The Cyprus problem

1. The Congress reaffirms the constant position of the Party that the Cyprus problem is a problem of invasion, occupation, foreign interventions and violations of the human rights of the whole of the Cypriot people. It is a question of the violation of the independence and the territorial integrity of the Republic of Cyprus. It is a question of national cleansing which was imposed through the force of arms. The Cyprus problem is at the same time also a problem of normalising the relations between the two communities.
2. Since 1974 and afterwards all the efforts to solve the Cyprus problem came up against the intransigence of Turkey, in its insistence on a solution based on two separate state entities and on the demand of Turkey for sovereignty rights over Cyprus. Whatever mistakes were made concerning the handling of the Cyprus problem all these years by the Greek Cypriot side cannot to the slightest lift the blame from the shoulders of Turkey and the chauvinist Turkish Cypriot leadership concerning the responsibilities they have in perpetuating the Cyprus problem.

3. The Turkish positions have always received a favourable response and support from the NATO allies of Ankara, who share enormous responsibilities both for the creation as well as for the perpetuation of the Cyprus problem. The situation on the Cyprus problem became even more difficult after 1990. On the one hand Cyprus was deprived of traditional friends and supporters such as the Soviet Union and the Non- Aligned Movement. On the other hand within the framework of the "new world order" a gradual divergence from the spirit and letter of the United Nations resolutions concerning Cyprus took place, of which the Annan plan was one of its consequents. The Rally government was also not spared of any share of the responsibilities regarding this deviation and the situation created surrounding the Cyprus problem by its mistakes, shortcomings, contradictions and the commitments it undertook.
4. The initiative to solve the Cyprus problem on the basis of the Annan plan was the most concise effort to solve the problem. The Annan plan is the most comprehensive and detailed plan drawn up ever. However it is neither just nor balanced as those who formulated the plan supported and continue to support. AKEL in judging that the Annan plan also had both positive and negative elements accepted it as a basis for negotiation in the same way nearly all the political forces had accepted it. It fought with all its forces so that the necessary changes could be made to the so that the plan could be accepted by both communities and lead to viable and workable solution of the Cyprus problem. The suffocating timetables and the arbitrator process of the G.S. provided for did not enable a real negotiation between the two sides on the plan to take place and to reach an agreed solution. The arbitration of the G.S. was unfair and one-sided in favour of the Turkish positions. AKEL did not share the evaluations made by the President of the Republic, as these had been expressed in his declaration, concerning the provisions of the Annan plan and especially concerning his evaluation that this ´´does not abolish the de facto partition but on the contrary it legalises and deepens it´´. If such an evaluation was supported then the plan should also not have been accepted not even as a basis for negotiation.
5. The Pancyprian Conference of the Party which took place on the 14th of April 2004 called for the postponement of the referenda so that time could be given for negotiation to take place on the points which caused concern amongst the Greek Cypriot community and so that the gaps of the plan could be filled. The proposal of AKEL unfortunately was not accepted by the Turkish side. That is why AKEL was forced to call on the people to vote against the Annan plan as it was put without any changes before the people to vote on at the referendum. The result of the referendum is fully respected by AKEL. A different situation was created after the referendum in which the Party had to take into account in its policy and actions. The 20th Congress approves of the decisions and handlings of the C.C. before, during and after the referendum, assessing that the position the Party took enabled Cyprus to get out of an extremely difficult position and to maintain the perspective open for the resumption of the negotiating process and the solution of the Cyprus problem as soon as possible.
6. In the period after the referenda our Party in cooperation with the President of the Republic and with other forces is working hard to repel the attacks carried out against the Republic of Cyprus and for the defence of its legality. It is working to repel the attempts being made to upgrade the occupational formation and so that the positions of the Greek Cypriot side can be understood. At the same time our Party is working in a  creative fashion to list the areas of the Annan plan on which the Greek Cypriot side is pursuing changes and so that this list can gain the broadest possible support in the National Council. The list of the changes being sought and their notification to the G.S. of the U.N. contributed to the reversal of the negative climate. The demand of the Americans and others for the Greek Cypriot side to prioritise its positions cannot be accepted. A possible prioritisation of the positions of the Greek Cypriot side can be made within the framework of the negotiations and by taking into account the overall development of a new negotiation.
7. AKEL quite rightly is working to continuously repel the two extreme trends which have been expressed on the domestic fro One trend, by exaggerating potential threats concerning the possible repercussions arising from the rejection of the plan, in essence comes out in favour of the reintroduction of the Annan plan in the form it was presented during the referenda, irrespective of the verdict of the people. The other trend, using the 76% ``NO`` vote of the referendum result as a pretext and in the name of some vague so-called European solution, calls for the rejection of the plan but also of the bi-zonal bi-communal federal solution itself. The Congress assesses that both of these trends are catastrophic and calls on the new C.C. to continue to repel and expose the dangers which these trends harbour.
8. Despite the reactions which continue to appear mainly on the part of the Americans and the British today it has generally been accepted that a) the insistence on the reintroduction of the Annan plan without any changes do not lead us anywhere, b) that changes should be made which will also satisfy the Greek Cypriot side, c) that the new initiative must be well prepared and d) that there shouldn't be any suffocating timetables and arbitrator process. It is up to the G.S. to decide what his next steps on the Cyprus question will be and when they will take place.

9. The 20th Congress stresses that in the current phase of the Cyprus problem our Party is continuing to work hard cooperating with the President of the Republic and the National Council for the creation of the preconditions for the resumption of the negotiations within the framework of the United Nations. The creation of the correct preconditions is of great importance given that a new failure in the search for a solution would constitute a powerful blow to the cause of Cyprus. We are striving for the resumption of essential talks as quickly as possible without any suffocating timetables and without of course this referring to endless negotiations and to a solution in the course of time. We are aware that time is consolidating the fait accomplis. We are interested in both the time of achieving the solution but also in the very content of the solution itself. We are aiming at the resumption of negotiations which will lead to an agreed solution without any arbitrator process. We are working to convince for the necessity of making those substantive changes to the plan of the G.S. which will also enable the Greek Cypriots to accept it and to lead to a viable and workable solution. The changes we are pursuing do not alter the philosophy of the plan, the parameters in which a solution should be sought, nor also do they remove rights from the Turkish Cypriot community. We are striving for a solution which will serve the Cypriots themselves Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots and not for a solution that will be to the interests of whatever foreign powers.
10. The key to the solution is still in the hands of Turkey. Both the Turkish government and the T/C leadership appear, for the moment at least, not to have the solution of the Cyprus problem as their priority, but instead to make gains and profit from their stand on the referendum and the international upgrading of the regime in the occupied areas. Turkey, through the formulation of the Annan plan and also through last years arbitration process, managed to maintain and indeed even gain advantages at the expense of Cyprus and the whole of the Cypriot people, Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots. If it insists on keeping these privileges it will not be possible to come to a proper and mutually acceptable solution to the Cyprus problem. Turkey must accept the idea that it is also in its own interest to change its philosophy on the Cyprus problem.
11. In order for Turkey to change its approach and as a consequence to open up the road for the solution of the Cyprus problem, the international circles and especially the Americans and the British, should end the policy of appeasing Turkey. They should stop nurturing separatist trends and the aspirations of Turkey and the Turkish Cypriot leadership for the upgrading of the occupational regime and continuously indicate to them their obligation to cooperate for the solution of the Cyprus problem.
12. The Cyprus question as an international problem must remain within the framework of the UN. AKEL insists on its position that the appropriate framework for the search to the solution of the problem is the United Nations, where Cyprus can strive for and receive the broadest possible support for its cause. At the same time AKEL stresses that the European Union can and should play an important role in the efforts to solve the Cyprus problem given that Cyprus is already a member of the E.U. and that Turkey is aspiring to join the E.U. This is the correct basis to approach matters. Any discussions and positions which aim at substituting the U.N by the E.U will only cause damage.
13. Since the 1st of May 2004 the Republic of Cyprus with all its territory is an equal member state of the European Union. On the other hand, Turkey since the 3rd of October has also started officially accession talks aiming at its own accession to the E.U. The accession of Cyprus to the E.U in conjunction with the European aspirations of Turkey creates a positive coincidence which we should continue to use for the solution of the Cyprus problem. The declaration of the E.U. which replies to the statement of Turkey that it does not recognise the Republic of Cyprus and that it is not obliged to implement the Ankara protocol also concerning the Republic of Cyprus, as well as the negotiating framework regarding Turkey is viewed by AKEL as satisfactory for Cyprus bearing in mind the specific conditions. In achieving this satisfactory result Cyprus waged a difficult struggle and the contribution of our Party in this development was important. Turkey has undertaken certain obligations towards the E.U and as a consequence towards the Republic of Cyprus which if they will be used correctly can operate as an incentive for Ankara to cooperate for the solution of the Cyprus problem.
14. AKEL will continue to fight with all its forces for the peaceful solution of the Cyprus problem on the basis of the resolutions of the U.N. and the High - Level agreements of 1977 and 1979, which provide for a bi - zonal, bi - communal federation. The bi - zonal, bi - communal federation is the meeting point of Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots and enjoys international support. Any possible abandonment of this position will not lead to a better solution but to new adventures. 
- The solution should be consistent with international law, international agreements on human rights and the acquis communautaire.
- The federal, bi-zonal, bi-communal Cyprus Republic must have a single sovereignty, a single international personality and a single nationality.

 - The solution should provide for the removal of the Turkish occupation troops and the settlers and the demilitarisation of the Republic of Cyprus. The final goal remains the demilitarisation of Cyprus.

- The solution should also restore the respect of the independence, unity, territorial integrity and sovereignty of the Republic of Cyprus without giving the right of unilateral intervention to any foreign country.
- It should restore and safeguard the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all Cypriots, including the right of return of the refuges to their homes and properties. We condemn the illegal construction on Greek Cypriot property as a new fait accomplis which is aiming at the gaining of political advantages within the framework of the discussion for the solution of the Cyprus problem.

-  AKEL will support with consistency the political equality of the two communities within the framework of the federation as this is defined by the resolutions of the United Nations.
Rapprochement - the Turkish Cypriot community 
1. The cooperation, peaceful cohabitation and the common struggle for a common homeland which will safeguard a happy and prosperous future for all its children as far as AKEL is concerned was never a policy in fashion or vogue, which changes depending on party political expediency and convenience or a policy carried out through recommendations from abroad. For AKEL this policy derives from the ideology of Marxism-Leninism and scientific socialism which was and remains the guiding force in its 80 years of life and activity. The relation of AKEL with the Turkish Cypriot community is built on the common class and political struggles, in which many of our comrades have given their very lives crowned by the sacrifice of Kavazoglou and Mishaoulis. It is for this reason that rapprochement occupies such an important position in the policy of our Party for the solution of the Cyprus problem and for the construction of a common homeland for Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots. Our Party considers rapprochement as a component part of the anti-occupational struggle of our people and consequently gives a political and social content to it. It rejects the approaches which consider that rapprochement is simply a matter of combating prejudices by concrete work for a change in the psychological mood of one community towards the other or its detachment from the anti-occupational struggle. We are against all attempts by foreign circles to guide rapprochement. Rapprochement is above all a matter for Cypriots themselves, Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots, and for the organised groups that express them. The Congress repels firmly the slanders which are being launched against the Party that it has allegedly abandoned its constant policy of rapprochement.
2. Rapprochement should continue to represent the counter-force to nationalism and chauvinism, which is expressed either by nationalist-chauvinist slogans, either through the rejection of the federal solution, either through the tolerance and familiarisation with the structures of the pseudo-state and their defence even by the progressive forces of the Turkish Cypriot community, either by the acceptance of the national cleansing which has been implemented in our country. AKEL and the Popular Movement through their struggles have projected the policy of rapprochement and contributed to the greatest degree to its acceptance and official establishment. AKEL and the Popular Movement shall continue to be the pioneer force of rapprochement.
3. AKEL without neglecting the decisive role which Turkey plays in occupied Cyprus lends great importance to the Turkish Cypriot community and its role in the solution of the Cyprus problem. Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots are objectively strategic allies in the struggle for the reunification of our homeland.

4. The 20th Congress welcomes the removal of Denktas - the main expresser of partition and chauvinism - from the leadership of the Turkish Cypriots. The change which has occurred, at least up till now, has not vindicated the aspirations of the Cypriot people, Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots. For a while now a detachment on behalf of the leadership of the Republican Turkish Party CTP has been observed from the common positions which we had elaborated together in the past. The present Turkish Cypriot leadership is allying itself with the policy of Ankara and seems to be excessively identifying with the structures of the occupational formation and exhibits an overwhelming eagerness to defend them. The effort being made to internationally upgrade the pseudo-state, the attempt to secure political gains to the detriment of the government of the Republic of Cyprus through the actions being waged towards the economic development of the Turkish Cypriot community, the continuous and indeed increasing rate of the creation of new fait accomplish on the ground - especially concerning the issue of property - and the frequent unbecoming verbal attacks against President Papadopoulos, the leadership of AKEL and more widely the political leadership, do not facilitate the efforts to solve the Cyprus problem.

5. AKEL from the very beginning came out in favour of the development of the economic and living standard of the Turkish Cypriots, given that this should be done on the basis of the international and European legality and will not aim at the sidelining of the Republic of Cyprus. Within this framework AKEL greets all those measures taken by the Government to support the Turkish Cypriots and the broadening of the relations, also including economic relations between the two communities. AKEL will continue to work for the better implementation of these measures considering that there is room for the adoption of more measures. AKEL in cooperation with the Trade Union Movement will continue to fight in order that the Turkish Cypriots who are working in the free areas are employed with the same terms with which their Greek Cypriot colleagues are also employed so that they do not fall victims of exploitation.
6. The Turkish Cypriot leadership, in fully allying itself with Ankara, seems to be putting as its prime priority, at least at the present stage, not the solution of the Cyprus problem itself, but the lifting of the so-called isolation of the Turkish Cypriots and through this the achievement of the international upgrading of the pseudo-state. In order that the preconditions for the resumption of talks are created, the Turkish Cypriot leadership should once again put in practise and not in words the solution of the Cyprus problem as its priority. At the same time the Turkish Cypriot side should understand the concerns of the Greek Cypriot community and the questions which it suggests for negotiation.
7. The Congress considers that the dialogue which AKEL is conducting with the Turkish Cypriot parties including CTP in an effort to understand each others positions and concerns constitutes an important contribution to the creation of the best preconditions for the resumption of the negotiations.
8. The Congress considers that the contacts between the ordinary people Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots, as well as the common events of groups and organised associations, contribute significantly to the understanding of the common elements and particularities of the two communities. They also contribute to the eradication of whatever distrust exists between them.

Internal administration - domestic front

1. In the period since the 19th Congress we have achieved our goal of the further strengthening of the influence of the Party through the increase in its percentage in parliamentary elections, as well as the goal of Change in the administration of the country through a broad cooperation of democratic and progressive forces. The contribution of our Party and of the wider Popular Movement in the election of T.Papadopoulos was decisive and determinant. As a result of the electoral victory of AKEL is participating for the first time in the Ministerial Council with party cadres. AKEL also has a substantive contribution in the broader administration.

2. The people have put a lot of hopes and aspirations in the government of Change and are looking towards AKEL as the primary pro-popular political and social force for the implementation of the programme of governance. For AKEL the implementation of the government programme was and remains a matter of upmost political importance. The Congress reaffirms the commitment of the Party to work up to the end for the implementation of the programme despite whatever objective and other difficulties.
3.The bad situation concerning public finances and the other problems which the Rally party decade had left, the repercussions on the strata of the population of the accession to the European Union in combination with the incorrect pre-accession negotiation, the fact that the state machinery in its great majority is filled with people from the Right, the bureaucratic mentality, the reduced productivity in the public sector, the inadequate control and assessment system and the perceptions inside the state machinery, are some of the main factors which cause problems and obstacles to the implementation of the government programme. The problems are also being intensified by the effect external factors have, such as the war in Iraq and other adventurous actions of imperialism, which have also resulted in the huge rise of the price of petrol on the world market.

4. The 20th Congress assesses that despite the problems and difficulties the record of the Papadopoulos government up till now is positive. The government has given concrete examples which show a different mentality and approach to the socio-economic affairs of the country, the tidying up of public life, the promotion of meritocracy and honest administration. It has recognised the Resistance against fascism and has rendered honours to the Resistance Fighters. It has tackled the public deficits without imposing any further taxes. It has held inflation down and kept unemployment to low levels. One could include the following as being part of the positive record of the Government : the cancellation of the privatisation policy; the maintaining and defence of COLA (Cost of Living Allowance); the substantial increase in the minimum wage; the withdrawal of the Bill concerning the right to strike in essential services; the operation of the Pancyprian Agency of Agricultural Payments; the reform process of the education system; the creation of the Technological University; the institutionalisation of a public, free and obligatory Pre-school primary education for all children; the institutionalisation of the Student Card; the programme for the direct subsidy of the local communities; the programme of subsidising the inhabitants of mountainous communities; the building of grounds for the hygienic burial of waste ( XYTA); the proclamation of a housing policy for the refugees; enclaved persons and local population, the reductions in the price of cars; the benefits given to large families; the restructuring of the Anti-Drugs Council and the formulation of an all-round comprehensive national strategy concerning the issue of drugs; the new price policy relating to medicines , which has led to a significant reduction in their prices; the implementation of the development budget to the unprecedented percentage of above 80% ; the package of measures to face the fuel costs; the package of social cohesion measures and many others.
5. Despite all that has been done the 20th Congress assesses that the rates of implementation of the government programme are not those we expect, the result being that there is dissatisfaction among strata of the population. When this dissatisfaction is justified then the government should show sensitivity. Of course sometimes this dissatisfaction is unjustified because it does not take into account the conditions in which the government programme is being put into practise or it is characterised by an impatience for all the commitments outlined in the programme to be immediately implemented.
6. AKEL considers that the successful implementation of the convergence programme of the economy, which the government is putting into practise, creates the preconditions for the implementation of the government programme at a faster rate and for the tackling in a more decisive and pro-popular way of the problems which exist and cause problems for the popular strata. The government should timely forecast the various problems and situations and propose a satisfactory therapy before conflicts and confusion amongst specific strata of the population are witnessed.

7. The Congress assesses that the participation of AKEL in the government is on a daily level proven to be substantive and productive. The Ministers of AKEL are considered as some of the most capable cadres which the present government has. The Party calls on its Ministers to contribute even more decisively in the formulation of pro-popular policies of the government, to handle in a more determined way the issues put before them, to be more resolute in standing up to the government bureaucratic mechanism and to have a greater and more immediate contact with the people and their problems.

8. The 20th Congress calls on the guiding bodies and cadres of the Party and the Popular Movement as well as the Parliamentary Group of AKEL-Left- New Forces to play also in the future an even more decisive role in the intervention for the implementation of various aspects of the government programme.

9. The co-operation of AKEL with President Papadopoulos and the government and especially with President Papadopoulos is characterised by a friendly dialogue, mutual respect and common action for the implementation of the programme of change. This good climate should continuously be enhanced for the good of the country and the people. The co-operation and climate which also exists between the political forces that support the government is in general terms good, despite the great breadth and diversity of these forces and despite the different approaches surfacing from time to time, which create tension. That is why we ascertain the need for further co-ordination and understanding between the parties that support the government and with the government itself.

10. The 20th Congress makes clear once again that the participation in the government does not imply the negation of the autonomy and independence of the Party. Where we disagree with decisions and policies which the government is pursuing, we have the right and duty to state our difference of opinion and even make our opposition or our different positions known to the people. We will continue to do this always in a responsible way because our aim is not to undermine but to help the government. 
11. The Congress stresses that as AKEL we are not prepared to tolerate phenomena of a lack of meritocracy, populism and demagogy by cadres from parties that support the government. It is incomprehensible that cadres from parties that support the government criticise in the easiest possible way the government itself and in essence identifying themselves with the completely negative opposition carried out by the Rally party and whilst on the other hand to demand that AKEL as a responsible Party support the government.
12. The Congress notes the intensities on the domestic front being provoked by the position of the leadership of the Rally party, which is conducting a destructive and totally negative opposition. The leadership of the DISY party often resorts to demagogy and populism. It provokes confrontations inside parliament. It exploits in the easiest possible way acute problems, the majority of which were created during its own period of government. It does not hesitate in instigating unnecessary mobilisations aiming to cause damage to the government and to the parties that support the government. This stand of the Rally party, which is often reproduced by a section of the mass media, creates tensions and undermines the unity on the domestic front. AKEL will continue to expose the totally negative and unconstructive opposition of the leadership of the Rally party. 
Parliamentary elections and other elections
1. The coming parliamentary elections will take place in very particular conditions both on an international and internal levels. In different conditions from any previous time and with totally peculiar characteristics. The imperialist "new world order" is prevailing in the world. Cyprus is a member of the E.U. For the first time our Party is participating in the administration of the country. The aftermath of the referenda and the European elections can still be felt. An intense interference of the mass media and of Public Relations Agencies is to be expected. All of the Parties will strive to broaden their list of candidates. An unprecedented upsurge in populism headed by the leadership of DISY but also by others is to be expected. All the political moves before and after the elections will be carried out having the presidential elections on their sights.
2. The strategic goal of AKEL in the forthcoming parliamentary elections is to maintain its pioneering role by gaining a high percentage as the biggest political force. In order to achieve this goal AKEL should:

1. Formulate an effective strategy and tactics and an original and innovative pre-election campaign.

II. Form the broadest possible lists representative of the strength and prestige of AKEL and the Left generally.

III. Reiterate the policy of broadness with New Forces, with the inclusion of even more respected and capable people from the broader democratic field.
IV. Reaffirm the policy of renewal with the inclusion of worthy young people from the broad spectrum of the Left.
V. The Congress aiming at the promotion of the renewal of the Parliamentary Group of AKEL- Left-New Forces decides the limitation in the service of the members of parliament to three consecutive terms. Concerning the members of the Political Bureau who hold the post of M.P. each case will be discussed separately. The Members of Parliament who complete three terms will be used at various levels by the Party.
VI. Immediately after the Congress all the forces of the Party and the Popular Movement will be mobilised and put at the disposal of the election struggle.

3. The election of municipal authorities in today's world is of special importance and constantly attracts the interest of citizens and local communities. In the local administration elections of 2006 we shall strive to reaffirm and strengthen the recognised role of AKEL in Local Administration. This role was gained through the correct positions we projected and our struggle to upgrade the quality of life of local communities. Apart from the daily concerns of citizens, which local societies are interested in, our services and decisive intervention on questions relating to infrastructure and development create the preconditions to distinguish our own defining role on such matters such as: Social Security and solidarity, culture and sports, environment and ecology, the grouping of services, the quality and effectiveness of the services provided, equal and balanced development, the support of residents living in the countryside.
4. Bearing in mind all the above-mentioned, we remain firm in the policy of promoting our most capable party cadres to the level of Local Administration, both party members and from a broader spectrum. The objective of broader election lists still remains, also during these elections, so that they can express the whole amplitude of AKEL-Left-New Forces. The policy of co-operation and alliances will again be at the centre of our electoral tactics, also bearing local conditions in mind.

5. The strategic goal for the 2008 elections remains the election of a pro-popular, progressive and democratic government. An administration which will have as its first policy priority the solution of the Cyprus problem or the implementation of a solution if by then a workable and viable solution has been found. And at the same time the further promotion of the modernisation of Cypriot society in a pro-popular direction. How this goal will be achieved is a matter for the Party to examine at the right time, taking into serious account the experience of its present participation in the administration of the country and the conditions as they will have been formulated by the developments on the Cyprus problem and the internal administration.

The Party and its unity
1. As a result of the struggles, successes and strength of the Party, the situation in Cyprus regarding the gains of working people, the functioning of democracy and many other aspects of life is an example to follow. In the period since the 19th Congress the party mechanism, voluntary and professional, was called upon to fulfil a whole set of important political and ideological tasks. The 20th Congress assesses that despite all the difficulties and problems which were observed, the party mechanism responded positively and rose to the occasion. We especially underline the work which was carried out and resulted in the victory of the 2001 parliamentary elections and the 2003 presidential elections. Positive steps were also noted in the functioning of the guiding bodies and Auxiliary Bureaus, in the achievement of the goals of the annual organisational plan, in the mobilisation of the members and supporters of the Party and the Popular Movement.
2. There were however serious weaknesses and evident shortcomings and gaps in the functioning of the party mechanism. The negative phenomena of a reduced rate in voluntary work, relaxation and self-motivating promotion continue to be present within the ranks of the Party and constitute a deterrent factor in the effort for a qualitative and quantitative increase in our work. AKEL cannot compromise with these phenomena, which capitalist society nurtures and reproduces. Attempts were made to face these phenomena without however specific successes.
3. Special efforts must be undertaken so that we can raise the awareness regarding the political and ideological importance of organisational work, which is difficult, hard and often stressful. Our organisational structure, voluntary and full-time professional, should be strengthened without any hesitation and scepticism. The issue is important and must be promoted simultaneously with other aspects of Party activity such as those dealing with the question of new members, their correct assimilation, the strengthening of the political and ideological level of members and cadres at all party levels.

4. The Party Base Group (PBG) - which is the foundation of the Party, the link connecting it to the working people and more widely to our people, the component link in the process of taking important decisions and the means of implementing Party decisions - must be given more attention not only by the guiding bodies, but also by the cadres themselves of all levels, whether they be party cadres who work in the mechanism of the Party or whether they also hold public posts.

5. The attempt to study and combat the negative phenomena, the need to solve the problems which these phenomena cause, goes hand in hand with the gradual and multifaceted qualitative improvement in the functioning and effectiveness of the Party. The 20th Congress in making these assessments resolves to hold, in the period between the 20th and 21st Congress of two congresses, an extraordinary Pancyprian Congress, which will deal with the organisational situation of the Party and possible constitutional changes.

6. Having the 17th Congress of AKEL in 1990 as a starting point, the activity of our Party has extended to nearly all the fields of political, social, economic and cultural life of the country. Our work in the mass groups of specialised interest which covers all of these sectors has significantly multiplied. The Congress notes with satisfaction the positive results of our intervention in the various mass organisations of specialised interest. The organised factions of the Party in professional - trade union fields are witnessing worthy successes. At the same time Congress notes shortcomings, weaknesses and omissions which do not enable us to offer our services as much as Cypriot society expects from AKEL. There is room for further improvement in our activity and at the same time the need arises for the establishment of factions in even more new sectors. The need also arises for the upgrading, more organised and systematic work of the Auxiliary Bureaus of the Central Committee. As far as the representatives of the Party in the institutional bodies are concerned, whilst a positive contribution and a relative interest have been recorded, the need also arises on this subject of a better understanding and coordination.
7.   The unity of the Party is our greatest gain and the most powerful weapon we have at our disposal. In the five years since the 19th Congress up till today the phenomena relating to the violation of the collective decisions of the Party have unfortunately intensified. We witnessed such phenomena in various electoral struggles and especially during the referenda of April 2004. The violations of collective decisions have exposed a gap in our ideological and political education, which we must tackle. The Congress assesses that during difficult times when we were called upon to take a position on fundamental questions, at a time when the unity of the Party was even more necessary, we did not all rise to the occasion. Some comrades put their own personal conscience above that of the collective conscience of the Party, thus creating a problem of cohesion and effectiveness in the policy and struggle of the Party.

8. The Congress calls on the Party to continue combating this negative phenomenon, as well as whatever other negative phenomena come up in our work, struggle and behaviour. Only in this way will the Party be continuously rendered more capable of putting into practise its decisions, implementing its policy, enhancing its unity and facing the difficulties ahead. The devotion of all of us to the organisational principles of the Party and to the virtues of communist morality is necessary and imperative.

9. The bodies of the Party should not exhibit any tolerance towards negative phenomena. Through comradeship and persuasion but also through the taking of measures, where that is deemed necessary, the unity, policy and principles of the Party must be protected, as they are defined by our constitution and interpreted by the collective bodies.
10. The ideological education of party members and cadres remains one of our most fundamental duties. Ruling class ideology, the imperialist "new world order" and the globalisation of the multinational companies promote de-ideologicalisation, the concept of the erasing of the borders between the Left and the Right, distancing from politics, cosmopolitanism and the indifference towards organised struggle. This situation also affects our party life creating negative phenomena. The intensification of our ideological work is a major factor in fighting these negative phenomena successfully.
11. The basic principles of our marxist-leninist outlook, our concept of socialism, internationalism, and the contemporary reflections within the world progressive movement, the struggle against nationalism-chauvinism, the organisational principles which define the functioning of our Party should always be at the centre of our ideological work. The organisational principles, which set out the functioning of our Party, should also be at the centre of our ideological work. The militant defence of our ideology, the uncovering of the deadlocks, the contradictions and illusions cultivated by the ruling ideology, the well-documented disclosure of the anti-popular character of neo-liberalism, the struggle against sub-culture and cosmopolitanism, in the particular conditions of Cyprus are not just of ideological but also of great political importance.

12. The Congress appreciates the efforts which have been made to upgrade our ideological work, also including the use of means modern technology has to offer. Despite all of this, it is a fact that we have not managed to upgrade our ideological work to the degree we would have wanted to and which conditions themselves demand. A more organised and planned continuous effort is necessary. The greater and better use of our international relations is imperative. Our work on the ideological front should be characterised by more outwardness and aim at the transmission of our own messages to the broad strata of the people.

13. The 80th anniversary of C.C.C-AKEL should also be used in our ideological work. The many years of struggle, priceless service and the great sacrifices of our Party contain lessons at all times, which should be assimilated by every member of AKEL and passed on broadly to every progressive person in Cyprus.
14. Despite all the assessments made concerning the need for ´´Neos Democrates´´, the theoretical and political journal of the Central Committee has in essence become inactive. The issue of the role, regular publication and upgrading of the content of our theoretical and political voice, remains a duty of primary importance which the new Central Committee must look into to in a very serious and specific way.

15. Vigilance should continue to be part of our daily Party work. As a big political force, AKEL needs to be continuously informed about the different developments and machinations so that it can be in a position to correctly formulate its policy and tactics. On the other hand it should be in a position to avert possible actions against the party itself and its cadres. At the same time, being a Party that carries out its activity in a semi-occupied and threatened by many dangers country, we consider it also our duty to be vigilant on matters that have to do with the security of the Republic of Cyprus. Congress stresses the need that party and political vigilance, which is the duty of all of us, be intensified and upgraded.

16.  The presence of the Parliamentary Group of AKEL-Left-New Forces inside Parliament is characterised by seriousness, responsibility,

well-argued documentation of positions, respect for the other political forces and a collective spirit. The Congress expresses its overall positive evaluation concerning the presence and activity of our Parliamentary Group and at the same assesses that there is a clear room for its improvement.

17. The members of the Parliamentary Group of AKEL - Left - New Forces during the whole period of their terms developed substantial and all-round extra-parliamentary activity, especially in relation to the bringing up and solution of hundreds of problems. Congress in assessing as satisfactory in general terms the contact with neighbourhoods, communities and organised groups, but also with the ordinary citizen, calls on our Members of Parliament to develop even more their contact with the people and their problems. Congress also estimates as positive the institution of Parliamentary Assistants, noting at the same time the wider possibilities which they provide and that they should be used. 

18. The Congress assesses that the election to the Presidency of the House of Representatives of the Republic of Cyprus of the G.S of the C.C. of AKEL is an event of historical importance for the political affairs of Cyprus. It has initiated a new period during which AKEL not only supports within the framework of co operations the election to the highest posts of the Republic of personalities from other political fields, but also has every right to challenge for these posts itself. The election to the presidency of the House of Representatives of the G.S. of the C.C. of AKEL is a vindication for our Party and its many years of struggle.

19. The presidency of the House of Representatives during the last five years has functioned in a consensus manner and promoted the approach of achieving a common conception. It has developed and cultivated excellent relations with parliaments abroad. It has developed parliamentary diplomacy even more, putting it at the service of the cause of Cyprus at a time of great difficulty for our country. The presidency of the House through a number of initiatives has established the communication with the ordinary citizen and carried out wide ranging activities in various fields such as in the field of culture. Work conditions in the House have been improved. The custom of the scientific parliamentary assistants has been introduced. A series of innovative institutions have been supported such as the Old People's Parliament, the Children's Parliament and the Parliament of Young People. Our Party has shown that it is capable not only of holding leading institutions of Cypriot society but also through its work to bring them to the fore of Cypriot society.

20. AKEL, since June 2004, is participating in the European Parliament (EP) and in the Political Group of the European United Left / Nordic Green Left (GUE / NGL). For AKEL, the participation in the EP represents another bastion of struggle for the promotion of the Cyprus problem, the combating of neo-liberal policies and those decisions of the EU that limit democracy. 

The 20th Congress in evaluating and using the experiences of the one year we have functioned both in the EP and the political group of GUE/NGL and having in mind our size and the difficulties, assesses that our Party has room for the further improvement in its functioning and effectiveness at this level.
21. The Congress in underlining the importance of ´´Haravgi", as the daily voice of the Party, assesses that the newspaper during the last five years has made serious and substantive changes both in its content and form and the new design has helped it gain a new contemporary appearance. However, the improvement in the look and content of the newspaper was not accompanied by an increase in the circulation.

The negative phenomenon of a general slackness, the problems created by the loss of newspaper sellers and the great variety of Mass Media, and especially the electronic media, have had a negative influence on the issue of the increase in the circulation of "Haravgi".

22. Becoming aware of the need to buy and study ``Haravgi`` on a daily basis is a permanent ideological and political duty. The spreading of our voice and the increase of its circulation is an organisational task which has however a significant political and organisational content. The increase in the circulation of ``Haravgi`` should constantly be at the centre of the attention of all party bodies, on a central, district and local level, but also the duty of all members of the Party.

23. The need to continuously upgrade the content and presentation of ``Haravgi`` so that it can correspond to social development and to the contemporary demands of information, and analysis of the policy, positions and proposals of the Party are imperative. Towards this direction Congress calls on the management and all the contributors of the newspaper to work continuously for the further improvement of the content, quality and presentation of ``Haravgi``.
The Cypriot economy
1. The Cypriot economy, with its peculiarities, is in addition developing within the environment of Europe and globalisation. It is a globalisation that is attempting to impose the ´´neo - liberal´´ neo-conservative model of development. It is a model which unfortunately is dominant today throughout Europe. AKEL is working for a modern economy in which we want the social and private sector to co-exist, complement and co-operate with each other. We want an economy which will have the people at the centre if its attention and which will conform to the needs of the broad popular strata.
2. The decade in which the Clerides government was in power was characterised by neo-liberal conservative approaches and an economic policy which in general terms coincided with the goals and priorities of big capital. The negotiations regarding the harmonisation with the acquis communautaire were conducted within the framework of this policy, hence lessening the possibility of a more decisive and determined negotiation, which could have protected in a more effective way both the interests of the popular strata and the vitally important sectors of the economy within the bounds of a more smooth and controlled adaptation procedure.

3. The change in the administration of the country created the preconditions for the implementation of a different economic and social philosophy and approach with a pro-popular and progressive content as this is expressed by the programme of administration and as it emerges from quite a number of aspects of the policy being put into practise.

4. The new government has inherited an economy in a state of recession with growth rates almost next to nothing, a huge public deficit unheard of since the post-war phase of development of the Cypriot economy, a significant worsening of public debt and with productivity levels at their lowest level since 1974. However, despite this entire situation Congress assesses that today the economy has began a path of recovery with growth rates evidently higher and with significant progress in budgetary discipline, given that the deficit has been drastically reduced and public debt has shown signs of improvement. It is important to note that this improvement is being achieved without taking measures which would hurt especially the popular strata and reduce the growth effort.

5. However it is also a fact that under these conditions those economic and social measures which fully correspond to the aspirations of the popular strata which have supported change and are included in the government programme, have not yet become as noticeable as AKEL is striving and campaigning for. The improvement in the economic situation of the economy, as it is being witnessed today, enables and imposes the need for the implementation of more radical social policy measures for which AKEL will systematically and insistently works towards, based on the commitment to fully implement the spirit and letter of the government programme.

Economic and social problems
1. The 20th Congress of AKEL assesses that despite the economic growth and the progress achieved and which is due to a large degree to the struggles of the Left, Cyprus is facing quite a number of economic and social problems. Some of the problems have been made even more acute after the accession of Cyprus to the E.U., mainly due to the unsatisfactory negotiation carried out by the government of the Rally party in their effort to serve the interests of big capital, but also due to the conditions of capitalist integration and free licence of big capital which is dominant in the E.U. The main problems are the following:
 - The one-sided development of the economy in the direction of the services sector and especially towards the tourist sector.

 - The continued shrinking of the productive sectors and the need to modernise the material base of the manufacturing industry.

 - The public deficit and public debt.

 - The phenomenon of poverty which leads to social exclusion.

 - The continuous rise in price of land and the cost of buying a house which is making the housing problem even more acute.

 - Despite the fact that unemployment continues to remain at comparatively low levels, nevertheless constant vigilance and attention is required.

The Party and the broader Popular Movement have elaborated proposals concerning all of these problems, fighting for their solution through a continuous dialogue with the government for the formulation of policies aimed at their tackling.

2. The employment of immigrant workers is taking on mass dimensions due to the great demand for working people in mainly manual jobs and the free movement of working people mainly from the new member states of the EU. The phenomena of severe and in many cases of inhuman exploitation of immigrant workers, who are used as cheap labour are not only unacceptable and condemnable from a moral point of view, but furthermore also function as a tool to undermine the gains regarding the terms of employment and collective agreements. AKEL will work together with the labour movement so that the terms and conditions of immigrant workers who are employed legally in the country (members or non-members of the EU), should be the same as those provided for by the collective agreements. AKEL as an internationalist Party will stand against the exploitation efforts and against any racist and xenophobic phenomena.
3. Illegal employment is a matter that concerns the state. The duty of the state and government should be the strict implementation of the legislation and the imposition of penalties on those employers breaking the law. The granting of work permits for immigrant labour force should be suspended where there is a need for the demand and supply of local labour force, in conjunction with the revision of the criteria in relation to the granting of work permits for the employment of immigrant workers.

4. The 20th Congress of AKEL considers the creation of independent mechanisms for the management and control of the property of the Church is an urgent need, through which society should have a say and that these mechanisms should operate with transparent procedures. The taxing of the business activity of the Church must be institutionalised.

The working people and the trade union movement
1. The Congress assesses that the change in the administration of the country has put a brake on the neo-liberal attack which working people had faced during the DISY decade. A more favourable climate has been formed regarding working people and the trade union movement. There has also been a noticeable difference in the general approach of the government towards the labour movement as regards the issues relating to the procedures of solving differences, the renewal of collective agreements and the respect of the procedures of social dialogue and tripartite co-operation as well as of collective bargaining.

2. The full accession of Cyprus to the European Union has created new realities in the social and economic field just as AKEL had predicted and warned about, which have affected working people and their gains. The policies of the European Union reflect the neo-liberal philosophy, which unfortunately is dominant throughout Europe. This encourages the employers in their attacks against the rights and gains of the working people.
3. Under these conditions the 20th Congress assesses that role of the class-based trade union movement is even more necessary and essential than before for the defence of their economic, social and labour gains and for the fight to gain the just and logical share they deserve within the framework of economic growth. The Party of the Working People will continue to be at the side of the class-based trade union, as a fellow-fighter in the struggles for the people of daily toil. Congress addresses the working people stressing that the defence and extension of their rights can only be achieved through their rallying together in their trade union organisations and especially around the leading class-based trade union organisation PEO and through organised struggle. Congress calls on the members of AKEL to be leading trade union cadres and through their activity and example to inspire and guide working people.
4. The 20th Congress of AKEL assess with satisfaction that the public deficit is drastically being reduced and that the economy seems to be on the road to recovery. The improvement in the situation creates the preconditions for a more radical social policy by the government which should aim at the alleviation of the weaker strata of the population and the improvement in the position of working people. The package of social cohesion measures announced by the government last October is also an expression of this policy. 
5. AKEL will fight together with the class-based trade union movement for the fulfilment of the following goals:
1.  The full implementation of the election programme that the government was elected on.

2.  The resolute resistance to the attacks by employers
3.  The promotion of institutional and legislative measures for the strengthening of the right to organise working people. 
4.  The defence of the social character of the state and the protection of the social security system. 
5.  The promotion of a more just distribution of the results of economic growth.

 6.  The co-ordination with the other Left progressive forces in Europe for the strengthening of the struggle against neo-liberalism, expressed through anti-worker measures and policies and which mean a huge worsening in the living and work conditions of the working people taking them several decades back to the past. 
7. The reintroduction of the way the Cost of Living Allowance was determined before it was slashed by the DISY government also remains a goal.
Farmers and the farmer's movement

1. The 20th Congress of AKEL assesses with satisfaction the interest shown by the government also concerning agricultural policy. The decision to settle the issue of agricultural debts of farmers, which was a demand of the agricultural population and farmers' organisation for many years, is a recent example of this interest.
2. Many and difficult problems continue to exist despite the positive steps taken by the administration of Change. The accession of Cyprus to the E.U. has made quite a few of these problems even more acute. The support and strengthening of the farmer and inhabitant of the countryside through the implementation of the government programme remains the constant goal of AKEL.
3. AKEL remains firm in its positions both for the full protection of farmers from the consequences of the adverse weather conditions and extreme climate phenomena, as well as for the full insurance covering of vegetable and animal production.
4. AKEL in close co-operation with the Union of Cypriot Farmers and the organised Farmers Movement will continue the efforts to create all those preconditions for the promotion of progressive agricultural reforms, which will have the farmer, the countryside inhabitant in general, and their anxieties and concerns, at the centre of their attention.

Women and the women's movement
The 20th Congress of AKEL considers that the recognition of women as equal members of society and equal citizens, their promotion, recognition and elevation in the family, at work, in social life and public posts, has never been a matter concerning only women themselves. 
It was and always remains a cause and responsibility of society as a whole. It was and always remains a cause of those broader forces that are struggling for social progress and justice. AKEL will continue to support the women's movement and especially the leading organisation of POGO.

AKEL will continue its efforts aiming at the upgrading of the presence and participation of women within the Party and Cypriot society as a whole. AKEL will continue to consider as a fundamental precondition for the fulfilment of the above - mentioned goals the formulation of a comprehensive strategy for the implementation of its positions and proposals so that women can reach the position they deserve in Cypriot society. It will continue to work for:

- The readjustment of society's attitude as regards the roles of the two sexes.

- Making many more women join the Party and participate on a broader scale in the life of the Party.

- The elaboration and discussion of party positions for the projection of the policies of AKEL concerning issues that arise and concern the female population.

- The exercise of parliamentary control concerning the practical implementation of the laws which have been passed.

- The upgrading of the role of AKEL in observing the implementation and integration of the principle of equality between the sexes in all sectors.

Young people and the youth movement

1. The 20th Congress of AKEL extends a militant greeting to the progressive youth of the country and especially to the youth of EDON who through their struggles and successes prove on a daily basis that young people are inspired by the ideals of the Left and acts with EDON in the struggle for the unification of Cyprus and for a better and socially just world. The winning over of the consciousness of young people is achieved through the consistent and militant defence of positions of principle and by campaigning struggles.

2. The battles and struggles of the Left, headed by EDON, serving the interests of young people are today being waged in a favourable climate, which has been created by the coming to power of the government of Change. The present administration since coming to power two years ago has already implemented a significant part of the government programme concerning young people. In assessing the implementation of the government programme concerning young people, whilst we note our positive assessment of the progress which has been achieved so far, it is clear that many and important steps remain to be done and that is why the Party in co-operation with EDON will continue to exercise its influence so that the programme can be implemented at an even faster rate.
3. Given the close unbreakable bonds between AKEL and EDON and given the position that there is a dialectical relationship between the progress and the successes of EDON and the progress and successes of AKEL, a relationship which also formulates to a large degree the perspective of the Party, it is imperative that ways to make this relationship even closer, ways of making the co-ordination and co-operation better between AKEL-EDON should be discussed, having the further support and strengthening of EDON as the primary goal.

Special emphasis should be given to enhancing the role and intervention of the local EDON organisations, the development of their political, educational, labour trade union and cultural activity, by harmonising its content to the modern needs and demands of young people. Special reflection should be made concerning the content of the activity of local clubs of the popular movement and the presence of EDON in them, as well as on the creation of places for the youth, through which EDON will be able to reach out to young people.

Pensioners
1. AKEL always honours the retired workers and is fighting so that society can give back that which it owes them and which by right they campaign for, since they have dedicated an entire life in the service of society as a whole. The 20th Congress of AKEL assesses with satisfaction that the government of Change has expressed in practise its solidarity and affection towards pensioners. AKEL has contributed significantly by exercising its own influence so that measures that have been announced be implemented in the interests of pensioners.
2. AKEL will continue also in the future to project the demands of pensioners and their organisation EKISY and join them in the struggle for the solution of these demands.
Middle strata

1. Since its foundation, our Party has embraced these strata on the basis of the community of interests between wage-earners and self-employed people and generally the middle strata. AKEL has contributed greatly to the professional organisation of the middle strata and supported their campaigns and struggles. Today the middle strata face the pressure and competition from big capital as never ever before. The globalisation of the economy, as it is being planned and formulated by the group of rich countries and the neo-liberal policies of the EU, helps big capital. In the name of the market economy gains which were achieved through common struggles are being undermined. Consequently the need for the Party and the Popular Movement to further strengthen the middle strata is even more imperative.
2. The policy of the Party regarding the middle strata should:

1. Reaffirm continuously the community and affinity of interests of the middle strata with those of the working class and farmers.

2. Contribute, through the party members from these strata, to the further mass growth of their middle strata organisations, as well as to the examination, classification and prioritisation of their problems.

3. Present these problems to the relevant authorities inside and outside Parliament and to struggle with the middle strata for their just demands.

4. Lead and fight together with these strata so that the course of our country inside the EU and the completion of our harmonisation process will not negatively influence their standard of living.

5. In the formulation of the more general policy and tactics of the Party, their interests should also be taken carefully into account.

Refugees - refugee problems

1. The position of AKEL was and continues to be that satisfactory living conditions for the refugees should be secured, which is why the problems relating to accommodation, activation, education and the balanced distribution of economic burdens are always among the priorities set by our Party, together with the tackling of the daily problems faced by refugees. The Pancyprian Refugee Committee (PRC), with the decisive contribution also of our Party, played for many years an important role in the solution of the problems of refugees. The 20th Congress, after the latest amendment of the Legislation concerning the PRC and the appointment of a new President and new members in the Secretariat, considers that elections must be held in the PRC so that the refugee movement can again fulfil its role and in turn lend its help to refugee people. The Congress calls on the cadres and members of the Party, in view also of the PRC elections, to become even more involved in the refugee movement and in the efforts to solve the problems of refugee people.
2. The government of Change has changed the way of thinking and handling of refugee problems by solving quite a number of them. However many things still need to be done and AKEL has concrete proposals both for the solution of the refugee problems and for the better functioning of the Central Agency for the Equal Distribution of Economic Burdens. 

3. The DISY government in order to serve clearly pre-election motives provoked a big problem regarding property deeds and many inequalities between refugees. The 20th Congress calls on the government to move quickly and issue property deeds to all those refugees legally owning houses in state refugee and self-housing estates, as well as to face in practical ways the question of credibility of those refugees whose present residences are built on Turkish Cypriot land.
Missing persons

1. The 20th Congress of AKEL remains firm on its position concerning the verification of the fate of the missing persons so that this tragedy, which has been afflicting our people and especially the relations of the missing persons for 31 years, can be put to an end. Presently a process is underway for the exhumation of graves in the occupied and free areas with the help of an organisation of experts from abroad. Congress expresses its wish that progress be made on this humanitarian issue.
2. The issue of the missing persons must remain among our priorities and we should aim at the continuous internationalisation of the issue so that through the mobilisation of States, Parliaments and humanitarian Organisations and Agencies such pressure be applied on Turkey and the Turkish Cypriot leadership which will lead to the true investigation of each case and the verification of the fate of the missing persons.
Enclaved

1. It is imperative that the government and all those involved in the political affairs of the country should continue the effort to convince the occupational authorities to respect the rights of the enclaved and to prove that they fully respect the agreements that they have signed, the Constitutional Charter of the U.N. but also the international agreements on human rights.

2. After the present government came to power it was possible to reopen the secondary school of Karpasia but also to tackle, due to the partial lifting of the obstacles for movement, various other problems, which our enclaved people are facing. Congress calls on the government to tackle in a more resolute way the problems of both the enclaved people and their children who are living in the territories of the occupied or the free areas. Special emphasis should be given on the question of the pensions and benefits provided, home-care attention, the repair of the residences of the enclaved, the education and employment of the children of the enclaved.
War stricken people

The war stricken people from the Cypriot tragedy are constantly at the centre of AKEL's attention. The Party is taking concrete and important initiatives inside and outside the House of Representatives for the solution of the daily problems faced by the war stricken people, but also 

for rendering the relevant moral and special honours which they deserve.
Large families

AKEL all of these years has exhibited a great sensitivity and contributed significantly towards the rendering of every kind of help for the solution of the many and serious problems faced by large families (with three children and five-member families). The 20th Congress of AKEL assesses with satisfaction that large families are at the centre of the social policy of the present government. This was also shown to be the case by the two social package measures proclaimed in October by the government, especially by the increase in the allowance for the soldier in the National Guard and the extension of the benefit to mothers. Nevertheless a lot more needs to be done, such as for example the establishment of a unified agency for the formulation and implementation of a comprehensive programme for demographic policy, for which our Party will continue to present proposals and exercise its influence in the tackling of the problems.
The Cooperative Movement

1. The Cooperative Movement is a great social gain of our people for which AKEL played a leading part in its foundation and worked hard for. The 20th Congress considers that in the difficult contemporary conditions of harmonisation with the acquis communautaire and the liberalisation of the credit sector, ways should be found so that the Cooperative Movement can be safeguarded and strengthened even more. Congress calls on the Party and its cadres who are active within the Cooperative movement to reflect more carefully on the matters which arise and especially on the question of the structural changes by always having the interests of the people at heart.

2. AKEL ascertains that the Cooperative Movement in its effort to safeguard its gains and the interests of its members during the great stock exchange upheaval, but also to counter the great provocations of private capital, made moves and took decisions which bearing in mind the financial-economic situation at that time, were correct and imperative but which subsequently it seems did not manage to completely control the course taken. It is imperative that measures should be taken as soon as possible to heal the wounds which have been created. We are sure that through proper management and correct actions in the new conditions which have arisen, whatever values perhaps may have been weakened can be reclaimed.
3. It is right that our Party is discussing the amendment of the legislation concerning the operation of the Central Agency of the Cooperative Movement, aiming to enhance its functioning in a more democratic way. 
Peace movement and solidarity
1. In the conditions of the so-called "new world order" the role of the Peace and Solidarity Movement is enhanced. The international anti-war movement is on the upsurge. It acts in parallel and together with the international movement against neo-liberal globalisation. AKEL as always participates in and supports the activity of the Pancyprian Peace Council (PPC), with which it has built strong relations forged in the common struggles and mobilisations through the years for the prevalence of peace in Cyprus and the world, for the abolition of the foreign military bases and the complete militarisation of the island, for the development of solidarity with the struggling peoples in their fight for national independence, freedom and social progress.
2. The 20th Congress states the readiness of the Party to continue to support the PPC and its initiatives, as well as to its efforts today to reorganise. Much in the same way AKEL will continue to support the activity of the Social Forum and the Solidarity Committee (EPAL) for the support of the struggling peoples against the designs of imperialism.

Education and the education system

1. As a result of the policy followed by the DISY government concerning the Cypriot education system dangerous deadlocks have accumulated. AKEL has for years stated that for the Cypriot Educational system to break the deadlocks and the crisis afflicting it and in order that it can meet the contemporary needs and challenges of our times, a radical process is needed with far-reaching radical reforms both in its structure and content. A radical reform that is needed which will open up a front against conservatism, anachronism and backwardness, bringing in a new age and changing the system. The government of change, by putting into practise its pre-election commitments, is promoting the vision and strategy for an extensive Educational Reform, which will embrace all the levels of education. The 20th Congress of AKEL considers that our main duty in the field of Education is to work for the implementation and success of the educational reform.
2. Apart from the educational reform by the government of change, important steps have been made in the course of the implementation of its commitments to the programme. In evaluating as positive the work done, the 20th Congress of AKEL considers that the implementation of the programme of the government in the field of education should be promoted more resolutely and at a quicker pace. Priority and emphasis should be given to the proper, comprehensive and objective teaching of the recent history of Cyprus, which will be based on the actual historical events and the decisions that led to the present division of our homeland.
3. For AKEL the all-round progressive reform of the educational system based on the vision of a modern democratic- public education and the free access to knowledge for all to all the levels of the education system, represent the necessary preconditions for the modernisation of society, the upgrading in the quality of life, the evasion of educational-social marginalisation and the alleviation of educational and social inequalities.

Culture

1. Culture has a special place in the activity of AKEL. Our Party in the 80 years of its existence was and remains the agency and creator of culture. The change in the administration of the country has created the preconditions for a substantial cultural activity. Our Party with concrete proposals has contributed to the formulation of the programme of the government also in the field of culture. After the election of the President we took many initiatives for the implementation of the government programme. However the 20th Congress assesses that in the field of culture the Government is displaying indecisiveness and immobility in the implementation of its programme.
2. AKEL will continue with determination to project its position on Culture and to exercise its influence for the implementation of the government programme. We shall especially insist on our proposals which provide for the creation of a Unified Cultural Authority, the foundation of a Cultural Heritage Archive, the participation of artists in the decisions concerning Culture, for the creation of a Pool of Cultural Contribution, for the setting up of a Cultural Council, the reorganisation of the Cyprus Theatre Organisation and other proposals. Furthermore it is necessary to provide more economic funds for cultural infrastructure and development.
3. The accession of Cyprus to the European Union offers important opportunities for projecting our Culture to European countries and at the same time through correct political decisions and handlings we can turn Cyprus into a European cultural centre in the Eastern Mediterranean and a bridge of cultural activity with neighbouring countries of different cultures.
4. Congress assesses that the magazine "Nea Epochi" is well respected by the people of arts and letters both Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots but also more broadly. An effort should be made to increase the circulation of the journal with more subscribers, especially among party members, laying emphasis on young people.
Health

1. The 20th Congress of AKEL assesses that the health sector in Cyprus is facing many and serious problems. The public sector is facing problems which have been caused by the conscious decisions of the previous government and also as a result of the attacks made by those forces which always strove to undermine the public sector. At the same time the strategic development plan of the private sector is absent.

2. During the Tassos Papadopoulos administration and through the participation of AKEL in the administration of the country many efforts have been made to improve the situation. The fixing and control of prices of medicine, the restructuring of the Anti-Drugs Council, the acceleration in the pace of completion and functioning of the New Nicosia Hospital, the timely completion of the Famagusta Hospital, the creation of regional medical centres and others are characteristic examples of the work carried out. However a lot more needs to be done to implement the government programme on the health sector.
3. The National Health Plan should first be promoted. The public sector should constitute the main centre-point for the functioning of the NHP with its necessary upgrading but also its continuous renewal. Until the commencement of the implementation of the NHP, the pressing questions which influence the smooth functioning and development of hospitals should be tackled and solutions should be initiated as a preparatory measure for the implementation of the NHP. Also the creation of a Medical School at the University should be promoted.
The battle against drugs 
1. The curse of drugs is a complex psycho-social problem. It is a simplification to view the problem as only a clear individual, psychological or medical problem. The inappreciation of the problem for many years by the previous government despite the warnings AKEL issued, led to the current situation which everybody is observing in awe. The radical tackling of the drugs problem cannot be achieved if the social causes which lead not just young people to drugs are faced.
2. The 20th Congress assesses that the formulation of a national strategy by the government and the functioning of the Anti-drug Council represent important steps in the right direction. However there is still a lot to be done. AKEL has elaborated concrete proposals which cover the prevention - therapy and the suppression of the dealing of drugs, with the main weight put on prevention.
3. AKEL and the broader Popular Movement will continue to lead the struggle against drugs by mobilising its forces in Local Administration, young people, the organised parents and the other voluntary social organisations.

Sports

1.In the current conditions that have been formulated in our country, where the intensification of social contradictions and problems, crime, drugs and sub-culture, the desire to make quick profit and become rich instantly, have all been rendered a regular feature of everyday life and have undermined principles, values and ideals, the further promotion and development of Sports and the its use as an inextricable constituent part of the development of the individual, but also of the society as a whole, is an indisputable necessity.
2, AKEL has always attached great importance to the proper organisation, cultivation and development of Sports in our country. We should continue to work on the basis of our elaborated positions and having the need for democratisation and cleaning up of sports, the development of the infrastructure and the tackling of the economic problems which sports clubs face at the centre of our attention.
Local Self-Government

1. The 20th Congress considers that an innovative decentralisation policy is imperative, coupled with the completion of the institutions of local self-government. This concept of ours does not limit itself to a simple transformation of competence and funds but has to do with a wide-ranging redistribution of political and economic power. Cyprus is called upon to adopt in practise the European Treaty of Local Self-Government and to adapt its structures to contemporary needs and demands, using the great possibilities stemming from this popular institution. . It is called upon to support Local Self-government so that it can become a mechanism for the planning, programming and implementation of projects, actions and initiatives in the interests of local societies.

2. Congress assesses with satisfaction that a series of commitments are in the process of being implemented, which had been outlined in the Programme, such as the study for the institutional modernisation of Local Self-Government, the creation of joint urban planning authorities, the establishment of the custom of Public Hearings concerning a number of procedures. It is with satisfaction that we ascertain the steps which are being made for the creation of an infrastructure for the comprehensive management of solid waste, the acceleration of the creation of drainage systems, especially in communities, and the extension of the custom of environmental studies. It is a cause of concern that a real redistribution of funds from central and local power has still not been promoted and as a consequence many local authorities find it impossible to fulfil their basic duties.

3. AKEL will continue to fight for:

-  The modernisation and upgrading of the institution as well as the strengthening of the autonomy of Local Self-Government;

- The safeguarding and protection of its financial independence; 

- The institutionalisation of the co-operation of adjacent or neighbouring Municipalities and Communities in offering services but also in drafting development policies;

- The broadening of citizens´ participation in the procedures of local self-government and development as a precondition for democratic decentralisation.

4. At the same time we consistently support and encourage every effort for town planning restructuring, the protection and development of the environment and the creation of the preconditions for the strengthening of the contribution to culture, sports, and social welfare. To achieve these objectives, we seek to achieve consensus and common action with the other political forces, as well as the direct participation of the people in the management of local affairs by different means and ways. We strive to continually improve our own intervention and presence in Local Self-Government, thus reaffirming on a daily basis the militant feature and people-orientated approach of our Party.

Ecology and the Environment

1. Throughout the world and especially in Europe the issues concerning the ecological crisis are at the centre of attention.  Unfortunately, in the conditions of a rampant market economy the solutions, which are being sought, aim to serve the interests of big capital instead of serving people and the environment. In Cyprus in the past few years public opinion has shown a particular sensitivity on the problems of ecology. AKEL has also contributed towards this development through analyses, proposals, campaigns, which do not end only with some general expression of wishes. These are based on an overall critical approach to the development procedure and have people and the environment in which they live and create at the centre of their attention.
2. The actions of the government of Change are playing an important role in promoting a model of sustainable development in the direction of strengthening the legislative framework concerning the protection of the environment and the modernisation of the structures of environmental management, but also in the promotion of specialised issues such as the elaboration of plans for a comprehensive management of solid and dangerous waste, the use of alternative forms of energy and others.
3. AKEL will continue working in the sphere of environment and ecology, having as the basic goals in its activity the creation of effective mechanisms for the control and following of the implementation of environmental legislation and policy, the non-selective implementation of the acquis communautaire, the establishment of credible procedures, comprehensive studies regarding environmental consequences, the radical revision of our outlook on the character of cities, the promotion of a policy of rejuvenating the countryside,  the orientation of Education in the direction of making citizens sensitive about culture and our historical tradition and the understanding of the values of environmental policy.
4. AKEL appreciates in particular the development of a politically independent, organised environmental movement in our country, expressed through the Federation of Environmental and Ecological Organisations. It considers the movement's contribution and activity as being positive, and will seek also in the future to strengthen the co-operation with the Federation on the basis of common aims. Within this framework help should be given to the Party Base Groups in the development of concrete activity in the field they are carrying out their activity for ecology and the environment. The education and specialisation of the members of the Party Base Groups on issues concerning ecology and the environment will contribute to the achievement of this goal.
Cypriots abroad

1. The Congress of AKEL assesses that despite the efforts which have been made, more briefing and a better co-ordination of Cypriots abroad is needed in order to make better use of their services in the efforts to promote the Cyprus problem and the enlightenment of international forces, especially in the countries which represent important decision-making centres.

2. AKEL believes that the restructuring which has taken place in the Service for Cypriots Abroad whilst it has contributed to the improvement in the work of the Service, nevertheless there is a pressing need to appoint a Consultant on questions relating to Cypriots abroad and repatriated Cypriots. He or she should be a politically involved person and supervise the Service for Cypriots abroad. A Consultative Committee for Cypriots Abroad should be set up which will cooperate closely with the Foreign Minister and will hold discussions on a regular basis with the President of the Republic for the coordination, activation and use of Cypriots abroad and for the better projection and promotion of enlightment on the Cyprus problem.
3. AKEL will continue to work for in order that the help provided by the Cypriot state towards educational agencies of Cypriots abroad be increased, so that there will be a continuation of the important work being done for the maintaining of the identity of Cypriots abroad in their country of residence.
4. The strengthening of the ties between Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots abroad needs to be promoted even more decisively. A specific policy regarding the relations with Turkish Cypriots abroad and the tackling of their problems needs to be elaborated.

5. The foundation of the Youth of the World Federation of Cypriots Abroad (P.O.M.A.K.), the Youth Branches of the Federations and the local club organisations represent a proper and creative outlet. However this is not enough because the young generation which was born and grew up in their second homelands do not share the same experiences and are not attracted by the same reflections and thoughts. The problems stemming from this assessment should be tackled in a very concrete way.

6. The state must tackle the problems of repatriated Cypriots by showing a greater interest and sensitivity and provide incentives for encouraging Cypriots abroad to return to Cyprus and settle permanently. The affection towards repatriated Cypriots, their acceptance and reintegration into Cypriot society in respectable living conditions is the duty of the state and society and our people. AKEL by knowing the problems faced by our repatriated compatriots will continue to fight for their solution.

The 20th Congress of AKEL addresses the new Central Committee, the cadres and all the members of the Party and calls on them to fight with all their forces and AKEList zeal, enthusiasm and fervour, in a systematic manner and determined fashion for the implementation of the above-mentioned decision. It calls on them to work for the further strengthening of the unity of the Party on the basis of its constitutional principles and decisions. The Congress also addresses the friends of the Party and calls on them to continue to support it by participating in the struggle for a better future.
The rallying around the decisions of our Congress and the practical implementation of these decisions would constitute the most significant expression of honour towards the 80th anniversary of the CPC-AKEL. It will consolidate and strengthen even more AKEL and the broader Popular Movement so that they can continue playing a defining role in Cypriot life, always having the interest of Cyprus, our people and the working people at heart. 
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